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Administration
2515 Dole Street
Honolulu, HI 96822
Tel: (808) 956-7966
       (808) 956-3000 (Application Request Line)
Fax: (808) 956-3813
E-mail:  lawadm@hawaii.edu
Web:  www.hawaii.edu/law

Dean: Aviam Soifer
Associate Dean for Student Affairs: Laurie A. Tochiki
Associate Dean for Academic Affairs: Hazel G. Beh
Chief Operating Officer/Senior Advisor: Dale W. Lee

Faculty
D. Antolini, MPP, JD— environmental law, legal research and writing, 

torts
J. Barkai, MBA, JD—negotiation and alternative dispute resolution, 

evidence, prosecution clinic
H. Beh, PhD, JD—advanced torts, contracts, higher education law, 

insurance law, legal research and writing
C. Booth, JD—Asian insolvency and commercial law, debtors’ and 

creditors’ rights, secured transactions
R. Brown, JD, LLM—labor law, employment law, employment 

discrimination law, Asia comparative labor law, Chinese law, U.S.-
China comparative labor law

D. Callies, JD, LLM—land use, legal research and writing, property 
law, state and local government law

W. Chang, JD—conflicts of law, indigenous peoples rights, jurispru-
dence, Native Hawaiian rights, water resources

A. Conner, PhD, JD—law and society in China, Chinese business 
law, Asian comparative law, business associations, introduction to 
American law

D. Conway-Jones, JD, LLM—government contract law, intellectual 
property, international intellectual property, internet law and 
policy, legal research and writing

L. Foster, PhD, JD—securities regulation, readings in Chinese legal 
materials, legal research and writing, international commercial 
dispute resolution

V. Hench, JD, LLM—civil rights, criminal justice, criminal procedure, 
gender and law, Hawai‘i Innocence Project

C. Jarman, JD, LLM—administrative law, domestic ocean law, envi-
ronmental law, wildlife and natural resources law, legal research and 
writing

L. H. Krieger, JD—Director, Ulu Lehua Program, legislation, statutory 
interpretation, civil procedure

M. Levin, JD, LLM—law and society in Japan, Japanese business law, 
international business transactions, legal research and writing, sales

J. Levinson, JD, LLM—business associations, corporate finance, high 
growth entrepreneurship, law and psychology, legal research and 
writing

M. MacKenzie, JD—Native Hawaiian rights, Native Hawaiian rights 
clinic, advanced legal studies in Native Hawaiian law, legal research 
and writing

C. Pang, MPH, JD—children and law, family law, lawyering skills, 
legal research and writing

J. Pietsch, JD—elder law, elder law clinic, health law, bioethics, legal 
research and writing

J. Ramsfield, JD—legal discourse, composition theory, linguistics
R. Roth, JD, LLM—professional responsibility, trusts and estates, fed-

eral income taxation, nonprofit organizations, and estate planning 
workshop

L. Seeger, JD, MLawLibr—legal research and writing
J. Van Dyke, JD—constitutional law, international law, international 

human rights, international ocean law
E. Yamamoto, JD—civil procedure, advanced procedure/complex 

litigation, public law litigation, race, culture and law, reparations

Cooperating Graduate Faculty 
S. Blodgett-Ford, JD—intellectual property
C. Christensen, JD— federal Indian law; historic preservation law
J. Egan, JD—immigration law clinic
F. Kimura, JD—family law clinic, child welfare clinic
C. Petersen, JD—administrative law, legal research & writing
S. Serrano, JD—legal research & writing
K. Sproat, JD—environmental law clinic
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General Information
Since admitting its first class of students in 1973, the Wil-

liam S. Richardson School of Law has graduated more than 
2,000 attorneys, most of whom continue to serve in the state 
of Hawai‘i. Richardson graduates have risen to prominent posi-
tions, including governor of Hawai‘i; lieutenant governor, presi-
dent of a Hawai‘i university; a federal magistrate; intermediate 
court of appeals, circuit, district, family, and per diem court 
judges; partners in major law firms; and members of the state 
Legislature and Honolulu City Council. In addition, graduates 
of the school are found in significant numbers at the attorney 
general, public defender, and prosecuting attorney offices.

The law school offers a three-year, post-baccalaureate pro-
gram culminating in the juris doctor (JD) degree, also known 
as the first professional degree in law. A JD degree prepares 
students for the bar examination, admission to the bar, and a 
satisfying career in legal and related fields. The school also offers 
an LL.M. for international students.

Student Body
Many of the 300 students in the law school either were 

born in Hawai‘i or have other ties to the state or region. We 
also welcome students from the continental U.S., Asia, and the 
Pacific. Many students from out-of-state express an interest in 
the school’s exceptional Pacific-Asian, environmental, or ocean 
policy areas of emphasis. Each entering class (90 in number) 
typically reflects the ethnic diversity of Hawai‘i and includes 
individuals of African American, Caucasian, Chinese, Filipino, 
Hawaiian, Japanese, Korean, and Pacific Island ancestry. Cur-
rently enrolled students from the Asia Pacific region represent 
China, Guam, Japan, the Northern Mariana Islands, and 
American Samoa.

Approximately half of the students are female, and about 20 
percent have completed other graduate degrees before enrolling 
in the law school.

Mission
The mission of the William S. Richardson School of Law 

is to provide formal legal education, encourage and support 
scholarly legal research, and promote justice in our society 
and professional responsibility and public service within our 
profession. We share the goals of the State of Hawai‘i and UH 
to provide educational opportunities for the people of this state 
and to be leaders in environmental law, Pacific and Asian legal 
studies, and the law of the sea.

In carrying out this mission, the school’s graduates fill a 
demand for qualified attorneys who are sensitive to Hawai‘i’s 
special needs and who will serve government and the public 
interest as well as private entities.

Students are encouraged to study law and legal institutions as 
integral parts of larger social, political, economic, and ecological 
systems. A number of law students concurrently seek graduate 
degrees at UH while undertaking the JD program.

Accreditations
The accreditation process of the American Bar Association 

(ABA) is designed to ensure that approved law schools have 
adequate facilities and adhere to sound educational policies. 
The School of Law has been fully approved by the ABA; this 

enables its graduates to present a JD degree acceptable to the 
bar examiners in every state. There are approximately 195 ABA-
approved law schools in the U.S.

In 1989, the School of Law was admitted to full membership 
in the Association of American Law Schools (AALS).

Degrees Offered:  juris doctor (JD), LL.M. 

Advising
Students have access to academic, personal, and career coun-

seling at any time during the program. Academic counseling is 
intended to assist the student in defining a program that will 
satisfy both personal interests and professional development.

Career counseling and information on job opportunities are 
provided to students for part-time, clerkship, and entry-level 
positions. About 40 Honolulu legal employers representing the 
private, public, and public-interest sectors participate in the on-
campus interview program for law students. The law school also 
presents informational programs on career choices and alterna-
tives and preparation for the job search.

Admission Requirements
Admission to the law school is a highly competitive process 

which is based on an applicant’s academic achievement, apti-
tude for the study of law, and professional promise. Included 
among the specific factors evaluated are undergraduate grade 
point average, results of the Law School Admission Test 
(LSAT), academic work beyond the bachelor’s degree, academic 
rigor, writing ability, work experience, and volunteer and civic 
activities. The admission committee also takes into consider-
ation the diversity of the class and unusual accomplishments 
or achievements. Residency in Hawai‘i or special experience 
relevant to Hawai‘i, the Asia Pacific region, or the law school’s 
programs is also a significant admission criterion.

All applicants must have earned, by the entrance date, a 
baccalaureate degree from an accredited institution of higher 
learning in the U.S. or a foreign degree that is fully equivalent. 
Other requirements include the LSAT results, submission of 
transcripts to the Law School Data Assembly Service (LSDAS), 
two letters of recommendation, and a completed law school 
application.

Application Deadlines
Applications for admission must be filed with the School of 

Law and must be submitted on the current year’s forms. Con-
tact the law school for up-to-date deadlines and applications. 
Late or incomplete applications are not considered. Applicants 
are notified of the admission decision in late March/early April 
for August entry. In 2007, the law school received 1,050 ap-
plications for admission.

Ulu Lehua Program
The Ulu Lehua Program, formerly know as the Pre-Admis-

sion Program celebrated its thirtieth anniversary in 2004. The 
program was established soon after the founding of the law 
school to address the issues of disadvantaged applicants and to 
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serve legally underserved communities. The program provides 
selected students who have already overcome adversity with 
the opportunity to demonstrate their ability to perform in law 
school. There is no separate application process for this pro-
gram. The twelve applicants invited to become Lehua Scholars 
are identified by the admissions committee in the process of 
reviewing all applications to the juris doctor program. 

The Ulu Lehua Program continues to fulfill the original 
mission of its founders in 1974 of helping to correct the prob-
lem of under-representation of disadvantaged groups in the 
law school population and the Bar. Graduates of the program 
include many current judges, government leaders, successful 
business administrators, and prominent attorneys. The program 
brings diversity of experience and perspective to the law school 
community and legal community and enhances the school’s 
commitment to diversity in all of its admissions practices. 

Program Requirements

Full-Time Program
The JD program is a three-year, full-time course of study 

that begins in August with a 3-day orientation for new students. 
The JD degree is awarded upon completion of six semesters 
of full-time study and the satisfactory completion of 89 credit 
hours, including a selection of required courses. Completion of 
the program must be attained within five years of the date of 
first registration. Full-time study is defined as registration for 
a minimum of 12 credit hours per semester plus regular and 
punctual attendance at scheduled class meetings. In addition, 
all law students must complete 60 hours of pro bono legal ser-
vice in order to graduate. Contact the law school for a detailed 
description of the degree requirements. 

The first-year curriculum is entirely prescribed and offers a 
conventional format of substantive courses and intensive small 
group seminars in legal writing, research, and advocacy. The 
program for the second and third years is primarily elective 
and includes writing and research seminars, clinical workshops 
(some of which involve students in actual litigation under 
the Supreme Court’s Student Practice Rule), and a variety of 
courses in both traditional and new areas of law.

Part-Time Program
In the fall of 2008, the law school launched a small part-time 

evening program, leading to a JD degree. Part-time students 
share the same competitive qualities of the full-time student 
body and graduation requirements are the same for both pro-
grams. 

A student in the part-time program typically takes between 
8-11 course credits over 3-4 evenings per week. The first two 
years of the part-time program are structured to allow students 
to complete most of the required courses. Making steady part-
time progress, including summers, a student should be able to 
graduate in five years. There is no separate application; appli-
cants may indicate on their application a desire to be considered 
for the par-time program. Students admitted to the part-time 
program may continue to hold a full-time job.

 Most grading within the law school is done anonymously 
and on a B grading curve.

Additional Information
For complete information on school policies and programs, 

request a School of Law Catalog from the Office of Admissions 
at 2515 Dole Street, Honolulu, HI 96822 or online at www.
hawaii.edu/law. 

Special Programs

The Center for Excellence in Native Hawaiian Law
The Center for Excellence in Native Hawaiian Law was 

established in 2005 at the law school through a grant under the 
Native Hawaiian Education Act. The center focuses on educa-
tion, research, community outreach, and the preservation of 
invaluable Hawaiian historical and legal materials. It also offers 
new courses and supports law students as they pursue legal ca-
reers and leadership roles in the Native Hawaiian community. 
Center faculty have expertise in many aspects of Native Hawai-
ian rights, water law, Federal Indian law, and traditional and 
customary rights issues. With assistance from the Office of Ha-
waiian Affairs (OHA) and other generous community support-
ers, the center recently began a Post-JD Research Fellowship 
program; awarded Summer Fellowships allowing law students 
to work for Native Hawaiian organizations over the Summer of 
2006; awarded four student scholarships; and produced a guide 
to Native Hawaiian legal resources. Through a recent initiative, 
students are now able to receive a Pacific-Asian Legal Studies 
Certificate with a specialty in Native Hawaiian Law.

Dual Degree and Graduate Certificate Programs
Law students may integrate their law school work with 

graduate work in other schools and colleges at the UH and 
receive both the JD degree and a graduate degree. The most 
popular dual degree programs have been the JD–MBA, the 
JD–master of urban and regional planning, and the JD–MA 
in Asian studies, although other dual degrees may be approved 
in consultation with the law school. Students may also pursue 
graduate certificate programs including ocean policy, resource 
management, or gerontology.

Students interested in dual degree or certificate programs 
must apply separately and be admitted to both the School of 
Law and the graduate or certificate program. Admission to one 
program does not guarantee admission to the other.

Elder Law Program
The UH Elder Law Program (UHELP) consists of two 

components: the Elder Law course and the Elder Law legal ser-
vices project. The course is part of the law school’s educational 
program for training law students in the rapidly expanding field 
of elder law. The Elder Law legal services project provides direct 
delivery of limited civil legal services to older persons who are 
socially and economically needy. It also provides education, 
training and advice to older persons, their families and caregiv-
ers regarding the oftentimes complex legal aspects of caregiving. 
This direct legal services project is an important source of cases 
assigned to law students in the Elder Law Clinic. UHELP also 
houses the Pro Bono Program.

Pro Bono Program
The Pro Bono Program at the William S. Richardson School 

of Law was one of the first law school pro bono programs and 
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is thought to be the first student-initiated mandatory program 
in the nation. Students are required to locate and to provide 
law-related pro bono work under the supervision of an attor-
ney, law school faculty or dean, or other supervisor, as approved 
by the law school Pro Bono Program director. The definition 
of law-related pro bono work is construed liberally and includes 
law related work in the public interest with private practice and 
non-profit attorneys as well as any international, federal, state, 
or local government agency, court or legislature. Law students 
are encouraged to provide a portion of their pro bono service 
for indigent clients. The pro bono requirement began with the 
entering class of August 1992 and successful completion of the 
pro bono service requirement is a condition for graduation. 

Environmental Law Program
Recognizing the challenges that Hawai‘i faces in developing 

an environmentally sustainable economy, the law school has de-
veloped a vibrant, diverse Environmental Law Program (ELP). 
The ELP offers a significant number of exciting and varied 
courses in environment law and related fields. The centerpiece 
of the ELP is the Certificate in Environmental Law, described 
below. For more information on the law school’s ELP, visit our 
website at www.hawaii.edu/elp/index2.html. The certificate 
program recognizes the increased student interest in this area, 
the expertise of a substantial number of our faculty and oppor-
tunities in the field. Students interested in the certificate might 
also want to consider pursuing a Graduate Ocean Policy Cer-
tificate, which is offered at UH and is part of our dual degree 
program. The certificate is available only to UH law students. 

LL.M. Program for International Students
The LL.M. program is a one-year course of study open to 

foreign legal professionals and law graduates who wish to gain 
a broader understanding of U.S. and international legal issues. 
The program begins in August; no students will be admitted 
mid-year. To graduate, students must complete at least twenty-
four credit hours. Students are free to design their own course 
of study in consultation with the LL.M. director and may select 
a range of courses and seminars in areas such as business and 
commercial law, environmental law, and international and 
comparative law. Their program may (but need not) include 
first-year courses, which serve as an introduction to U.S. law 
and methods of study. With the consent of the instructor and 
the LL.M. director, LL.M. students also may enroll in courses 
offered by schools or departments outside the School of Law or 
participate in legal externships. 

The introduction to American Law course is required and 
restricted to LL.M. students, but LL.M. students will take all 
other classes with American J.D. students and will have ample 
opportunity to interact with them. The small size of the LL.M. 
program (no more than ten to fifteen students) and of most 
School of Law classes promotes close interaction, and LL.M. 
students are encouraged to participate in all aspects of law 
school life.

For more information on the LL.M. program, visit our 
website at www.hawaii.edu/law or contact the LL.M. director at 
lawllm@hawaii.edu.

Pacific-Asian Legal Studies
In keeping with Hawai‘i’s location, culture, and history, the 

Law School has long emphasized Pacific-Asian Legal Studies 
Program (PALS). We now offer an exceptional range of courses 
on Pacific and Asian law: students may take general Asian and 
comparative law courses or choose from specialized courses 
on China, Japan, Korea and the Pacific. Our PALS faculty 
members are actively engaged in current Asian-Pacific issues 
and bring an unusual depth of expertise to their courses. They 
are recognized nationally and internationally for their scholar-
ship, which they combine with extensive real-world experience. 
Each year we also invite distinguished visitors from Asia and the 
Pacific to visit the law school and teach short-term specialized 
courses to supplement the regular curriculum. To recognize 
students who concentrate in Pacific-Asian law, we award cer-
tificates of achievement. We actively support student participa-
tion in externships in Asia and the Pacific as part of their law 
school program, which will also count toward certificate credit. 
Students may also benefit from some of the many exchange re-
lationships the law school maintains with law schools through-
out the Asia-Pacific. For more information, visit our website at 
www.hawaii.edu/law/pals.

Hawai‘i Innocence Project
The Hawai‘i Innocence Project (HIP) fills a deep need in 

seeking justice for the wrongly convicted, which is essential 
for any system of justice. The HIP examines the process for 
investigating a claim of actual innocence, common errors or 
problems that produce wrongful conviction, state and federal 
post conviction procedures and the nature and uses of DNA 
and other scientific evidence in connection with actual post-
conviction cases.

Student Organizations
The current list of student organizations are:

‘Ahahui o Hawai‘i
Advocates for Public Interest Law 
American Bar Association - Law Student Division 
American Constitution Society
Asia Pacific Law & Policy Journal
Black Law Students Association
Business Executive Legal Society
Christian Legal Society
Delta Theta Phi
Dive Club
Environmental Law Society
Ete Bowl
Federalist Society
Filipino Law Student Association
Film and Entertainment Law Organization
Hawai‘i Women Lawyers
La Alianza
LAMBDA Law Student Organization
Law Review 
National Lawyers Guild – Richardson Chapter
Pacific Asian Law Student Organization
Phi Delta Phi
Public Health Law Organization
Student Animal Legal Defense Fund
Student Bar Association
Surf Club


