
Administration
Webster 402
2528 McCarthy Mall
Honolulu, HI 96822
Tel: (808) 956-8522
Fax: (808) 956-3257
Web: www.nursing.hawaii.edu

Dean: Mary G. Boland
Associate Dean for Academic Affairs: Clementina Ceria-Ulep
Associate Dean for Research: Kristine Qureshi

General Information
The School of Nursing and Dental Hygiene (SONDH) 

offers programs to prepare students for careers in nursing and 
dental hygiene primarily for the state of Hawai‘i and the Pacific 
Basin. 

The Department of Nursing offers programs leading to the 
bachelor of science, master of science, DNP, and PhD nursing 
degrees. The department admits students to the undergraduate 
program both directly from high school and after completion of 
nursing pre-requisites and UH Mânoa General Education Core 
requirements. A pathway is available for associate degree nursing 
graduates to complete the baccalaureate. The school admits 
students to the graduate program with a bachelor’s degree or 
higher.

The Department of Dental Hygiene offers the bachelor of 
science degree. The program admits students both directly 
from high school and following completion of dental hygiene 
prerequisite courses and the majority of UH Mânoa General 
Education Core requirements. The department also offers an 
advanced professional certificate for expanded function in dental 
hygiene in pediatrics to expand the knowledge and skills of 
licensed dental hygienists.

The Department of Dental Hygiene also offers an Advanced 
Professional Certificate for Expanded Function Dental Hygiene 
in Pediatrics (EFDH). This program provides Registered Dental 
Hygienists (RDH) and graduates from the UH BS Dental 
Hygiene Program the opportunity to expand their knowledge, 

improve oral health outcomes for children, and develop clinical 
skills in pediatrics, giving them a competitive advantage for 
employment.

Vision
The leader in nursing and dental hygiene education and 

research in Hawai‘i with outreach to Asia and the Pacific Basin.

Mission
The SONDH mission is to provide an innovative, caring, 

and multicultural environment in which faculty, students, 
and staff work together to generate and transmit knowledge, 
wisdom, and values to promote quality of life and health for 
present and future generations. To better reflect Hawai‘i’s 
unique cultural diversity and heritage, the SONDH is 
committed to increasing the representation of Native Hawaiian 
and other under-served people in all nursing and dental hygiene 
programs.

Degrees and Certificates
Bachelor’s Degrees: BS dental hygiene, BS nursing
Master’s Degree: MS nursing
Doctoral Degrees: PhD, DNP
Certificate: Expanded Function Dental Health

Dental Hygiene
Hemenway Hall 200-B
2445 Campus Road
Honolulu, HI 96822
Tel: (808) 956-8821
Fax: (808) 956-5707

Faculty
K. Osada, RDH, MEd (Program Administrator)—dental hygiene
M. Arucan-Masunaga, DDS—dental hygiene
P. Ching, RDH, MEd—dental hygiene 
A. Colby, DDS, MS—periodontology/dental anesthesia
L. Fong, DDS, MS—periodontology
L. Fujimoto Ertel, DMD—pediatric dentistry 
P. Fujimoto, RDH, DDS—oral pathology
N. Galarza, RDH, MEd—dental hygiene
G. Lau, RDH, MEdT—dental hygiene
M. Lau, RDH, MEd—dental hygiene
K. Nakasone, RDH, MEd—dental hygiene
M. Oishi, DDS—dental materials, oral histology
P. Sunahara, RDH, MEd—dental hygiene
L. Yamada, DDS, MEd—periodontology

Degree Offered: BS in dental hygiene
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Applicants are strongly advised to attend an informational 
session at the School of Nursing and Dental Hygiene 
before submitting an application to the program. For more 
information, please visit the SONDH website at www.nursing.
hawaii.edu/dentalhygiene.

High School Direct Entry into Dental Hygiene (HS-
DEDH)
For high school graduates

This pathway is designed for high school seniors and 
provides an opportunity for admission into UH Mânoa and the 
Dental Hygiene program directly after high school graduation. 
The student admitted to the Direct Entry in Dental Hygiene 
(DEDH) program is given reserved seating in a cohort-based 
learning community of 18-19 credits of prerequisite course 
work and begins dental hygiene courses as a sophomore and 
graduates with the BS degree in 4 years. Students may add 
course work to their learning community, but not omit courses.

Admission Requirements
To qualify for admission to the Dental Hygiene Program, 

applicants must meet the following requirements:
1. Minimum Exam Scores 
 SAT: Evidence Based Reading and Writing–560 and 

Math–540 or 
 ACT: Reading–22 and Math–22
2. Minimum cumulative high school GPA of 3.0 at the end of 

the junior year of high school.

Continuation Requirements
With successful completion of the freshman year including 

prerequisite dental hygiene course grades the student is 
automatically admitted to the BS in dental hygiene program. 
In order to retain status as a Direct Entry Dental Hygiene 
Program student, the following conditions must be met:
	Minimum GPA of 3.0 in all freshman year college cours 

work
	Minimum grade of C in all program course work
*Note: Admission to DEDH will not be deferred. Students wanting to begin the dental hygiene 
program at a later time will follow the regular admissions requirements.

Students Who Don't Meet the Admission Requirements 
For The DEDH Program

If a student is interested in the dental hygiene program but is 
not eligible for the DEDH program, the student can enter UH 
Mânoa as a pre-dental hygiene student and apply in fall for the 
freshman year for admission to the traditional dental hygiene 
pathway.

Application Deadline and Requirements
January 5 (Fall admission only)
Applicants must submit transcripts, if applicable, and 

photocopy of grades if enrolled in courses at any community 
college or other university during the summer immediately 
preceding the semester of entry to the program.

All documents, including the UH System application (apply.
hawaii.edu) and Dental Hygiene application (www.nursing.
hawaii.edu/dental-hygiene-bachelor/high-school-direct-
entry-in-dental-hygiene/how-to-apply), must be received by 
the Office of Student Services no later than the deadline. It 
is highly recommended that the UH System Application be 
submitted 4-6 weeks prior to the SONDH deadline in order 
to allow ample processing time in the Office of Admissions. 

The Academic Program
The Department of Dental Hygiene at UH Mânoa offers the 

only baccalaureate dental hygiene educational program in the 
state. It offers the preparation required by dental hygienists to 
provide oral health care and education to the people of Hawai‘i, 
the continental U.S., and the Pacific-Asia region.

The bachelor of science in dental hygiene offers professional 
training, a foundation for personal and professional 
development, and preparation for graduate study. Students 
completing the degree in dental hygiene qualify for admission 
to the national and regional dental hygiene examinations for 
licensure to practice dental hygiene in private, public health, 
and other dental hygiene settings.

The Department of Dental Hygiene also offers an Advanced 
Professional Certificate for Expanded Function Dental Hygiene 
in Pediatrics (EFDH). This program provides Registered 
Dental Hygienists (RDH) and graduates from the UH BS 
Dental Hygiene Program the opportunity to expand their 
knowledge, improve oral health outcomes for children, and 
develop clinical skills in pediatrics, giving them a competitive 
advantage for employment.

Accreditation
The dental hygiene program is accredited by the 

Commission on Dental Accreditation, American Dental 
Association.  

Each program accredited by the Commission on Dental 
Accreditation must post the Notice of Opportunity and 
Procedure to File Complaints with the Commission on Dental 
Accreditation. A copy of the appropriate accreditation standards 
and/or the Commission’s policy and procedures for submission 
of complaints may be obtained by contacting the Commission 
at: 211 East Chicago Avenue; Chicago, Illinois 60611; Tel:      
1 (800) 621-8099, ext. 4653.

Advising
Department of Dental Hygiene
Hemenway Hall 200-B
Honolulu, HI 96822
Tel: (808) 956-8821
Email: uhmdh@hawaii.edu

Academic advising is provided by faculty of the Department 
of Dental Hygiene. Potential applicants as well as students in 
need of advising should call for appointments. 

Graduation
All enrolled dental hygiene students are advised to meet with 

a faculty advisor regarding their progress toward their degree 
to ensure that all requirements are met at least two semesters 
before the scheduled graduation date.  

An application for graduation must be submitted with a 
degree fee to the Cashier’s Office, QLCSS Room 001. This 
should be processed during the first three weeks of the semester 
the student intends to graduate.

Undergraduate Study
The Department of Dental Hygiene’s undergraduate 

program provides two pathways to the bachelor of science 
degree:
	High School Direct Entry into Dental Hygiene (HS-

DEDH) Pathway
	Traditional Dental Hygiene Pathway
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Applications received after the deadline will not be accepted. 
For more information, please visit our website at www.nursing.
hawaii.edu.

Traditional Dental Hygiene–BS in Dental Hygiene 
Pathway
For current UH Mânoa and transferring college students

The Pre-Dental Hygiene designation is available for students 
planning to pursue program admission at UH Mânoa. The Pre-
Dental Hygiene designation does not guarantee admission to 
the dental hygiene program. A separate application and review 
is required for admission to the bachelor’s in dental hygiene 
program.

This baccalaureate dental hygiene pathway admits students 
to the bachelor of science program following completion of a 
minimum of 29 semester credit hours of prerequisite and the 
majority of general education courses.

Admission Requirements
To qualify for admission to the Dental Hygiene Program, 

applicants must complete the following requirements:
1. Admission to UH Mânoa
2. Minimum cumulative GPA of 2.5
3. Basic Science GPA - the following courses will be calculated 

for the Basic Science GPA: 
  PHYL 103/103L or PHYL 141/141L and PHYL 
  142/142L
 	CHEM 161 or CHEM 151 or BIOC 241
 	MICR 130/140L
 	FSHN 185 
4. Prerequisite courses or equivalents: 
 	PHYL 103/ 103L or PHYL 141/141L and PHYL 
  142/142L 
 	CHEM 161 or CHEM 151 or BIOC 241
 	MICR 130/140L
 	FSHN 185
 	COMG 151 or 251
 	ENG 100
 	SOC 100
 	PSY 100
5. Near completion of general education courses required for 

UH Mânoa graduation
6. Interview with the Dental Hygiene Admission Committee.

There is a path for those students interested in completing 
a baccalaureate degree, who have graduated from an associate 
degree or certificate program. To qualify, the applicant must 
complete the following requirements:
1. Admission to UH Mânoa
2. Minimum cumulative GPA of 2.5; inclusion of pre-requisite 

science courses GPA
3. Minimum DH GPA of 3.0
4. Passed the National Board Dental Hygiene Examination 
5. Completion of courses equivalent to: DH 361, DH 370, 

DH 389, DH 390/391
6. Near completion of UH Mânoa general education courses
7. Interview
8. Certified in the administration of intra-oral anesthesia 

(including regional blocks)

Application
January 5 (Fall admission only)

Transfer applicants from other universities and colleges/
schools must complete the UH System Application form and 
submit the form to UH Mânoa Office of Admissions. Students 
enrolled as classified day students at UH Mânoa during the 
semester immediately preceding the semester of desired entry 
must complete the Curriculum Transfer Request and the 
Department of Dental Hygiene application forms. 

Applicants must submit transcripts, if applicable, and 
photocopy of grades if enrolled in courses at any community 
college or other university during the semester immediately 
preceding the semester of entry to the program.

Advanced Professional Certificate in Expanded 
Function Dental Hygiene in Pediatrics (EFDH)

The UH Mânoa School of Nursing and Dental Hygiene 
offers Registered Dental Hygienists (RDH) and graduates 
from the Bachelor in Science Dental Hygiene Program an 
opportunity to expand their knowledge, improve oral health 
outcomes for children, and develop clinical skills in the area of 
pediatrics with a focus on children 0-5 years of age. 

The Advanced Professional Certificate for Expanded 
Function Dental Hygiene in Pediatrics (EFDH) is a cohort-
model designed to be completed in 9 months of full-time 
study. Didactic courses will be delivered in an online platform. 
Clinical experiences focus on providing hands-on oral care of 
to pediatric patients in the community using standard office 
dental equipment as well as mobile dental equipment in various 
community settings across the state. EFDH graduates will 
gain a competitive advantage for employment opportunities 
in pediatric dental practices, school-based health centers, and 
other non-traditional sites.

Students complete 405 clinical hours (360 clinical + 45 
fieldwork) providing direct pediatric care in various community 
settings. Due to the rigor and scheduling of the program, we 
advise students to limit their employment during the program.

Tuition is charged at the UH Mânoa undergraduate rate. 
There are no fees or supply costs for the program. The program 
provides a tuition scholarship to students who meet certain 
eligibility requirements.

Admission Requirements
Admission of students to the Advanced Professional 

Certificate in Expanded Function Dental Hygiene in Pediatrics 
program is open to Registered Dental Hygienists and graduates 
from the UH Mânoa Bachelor of Science Dental Hygiene 
Program. Students accepted into the program must pass their 
state and national dental hygiene board certifications prior 
to starting the fall semester classes. It is highly recommended 
that graduating students currently enrolled in the Bachelor in 
Science Dental Hygiene Program contact the program contacts 
before graduation to discuss the program. 

Criteria include the following minimum requirements:
1. Cumulative GPA: 3.0 or higher on a 4.0 scale
2. Official transcripts
3. Essay
4. Licensure: current unrestricted RDH license in Hawai‘i

Application Deadline and Requirements
Current UH Mânoa Dental Hygiene must submit an 

application only to UH MânoaDental Hygiene ($0).
Non-student applicants must submit applications to both 

UH Mânoa Undergraduate Admissions ($70) and UH Mânoa 
Dental Hygiene ($0).
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Continued Enrollment
The minimum academic requirements of UH Mânoa apply 

to all dental hygiene students. In addition, students must 
maintain a minimum GPA of 2.0 for all registered credit hours 
in dental hygiene courses to remain in the dental hygiene 
program.

BS in Dental Hygiene
Students must complete the following:

 General Education Core requirements (see the 
“Undergraduate General Education Requirements” section 
in the Catalog)

 Pre-requisite requirements
 Dental Hygiene major requirements
 Other major requirements and electives

General Education Core Requirements
 See the Catalog

Pre-requisite Requirements
 BIOC 241 Fundamentals of Biochemistry (3)
 COMG 151 Personal and Public Speech (3)
 ENG 100 Composition I (3)
 FSHN 185 The Science of Human Nutrition (3)
 MICR 130 General Microbiology (3) and MICR 140L 

Microbiology Laboratory (2) 
 PHYL 103/103L Human Physiology and Anatomy/

Physiology and Anatomy Lab (5/1)
 PSY 100 Survey of Psychology (3)
 SOC 100 Introduction to Sociology (3)

Major Requirements
 DH 231 Oral Anatomy and Tooth Morphology (2)
 DH 231L Oral Anatomy and Tooth Morphology Lab (2)
 DH 238 Basic Dental Hygiene I (2)
 DH 238L Basic Dental Hygiene I Lab (2)
 DH 240 Basic Dental Hygiene II (2)
 DH 240L Basic Dental Hygiene Lab/Clinic (3)
 DH 250 General Histology (2)
 DH 251 Oral Histology and Embryology (1)
 DH 28l Dental Radiography (2)
 DH 281L Dental Radiography Lab/Clinic (1)
 DH 361 Health Education and Promotion (2)
 DH 366 General Pathology (2)
 DH 367 Oral Pathology (1)
 DH 369 Dental Materials (1)
 DH 369L Dental Materials Lab/Clinic (1)
 DH 370 Expanded Functions in Dental Hygiene (2)
 DH 370L Expanded Functions Lab/Clinic (1)
 DH 375 Clinical Dental Hygiene I (2)
 DH 375L Clinical Dental Hygiene I Clinic (4)
 DH 380 Clinical Dental Hygiene II (2)
 DH 380L Clinical Dental Hygiene II Clinic (3)
 DH 389 Pain Control and Local Anesthesia in Dentistry (2)
 DH 390 Periodontology I (2)
 DH 391 Periodontology II (2)
 DH 473 Community Health (3)
 DH 475 Advanced Clinical Dental Hygiene I (2)
 DH 475L Advanced Dental Hygiene I Clinic (4)
 DH 480 Advanced Clinical Dental Hygiene II (2)
 DH 480L Advanced Clinical Dental Hygiene II Clinic (4)

Office of Admissions
University of Hawai‘i at Mânoa
(808) 956-8975
uhmanoa.admissions@hawaii.edu
manoa.hawaii.edu/admissions/undergrad

UH Mânoa Dental Hygiene
Kristine Osada, RDH, BS, Med
Department of Dental Hygiene Chair and Instructor
(808) 956-8821
kmsato@hawaii.edu

Applications must be received by April 1 at 6:59 p.m. HST 
or 11:59 p.m. EST

Health Certification and Other Requirements
Prior to enrollment, accepted students must provide 

evidence of sound health and meet other requirements as 
follows:
1. CPR Certification (BLS for Healthcare Providers Course);
2. TB Clearance (Department approved);
3. Immunizations for Tetanus/Diptheria/Pertussis (TdaP) and 

annual Flu vaccine; 
4. Laboratory evidence (positive titer) of immunity to Hepatitis 

B, Mumps, Rubeola (Measles), Rubella (German Measles) 
and Varicella (Chicken Pox); 

5. Health insurance; and
6. Malpractice insurance of $1 million per incident/$3 million 

aggregate

All requirements must be cleared before registration by 
presenting photocopies of CPR certification, health insurance 
policy (card), titer results, Health Clearance Form (vaccination 
record), and TB clearance to the Department of Dental 
Hygiene. Students with prerequisite deficiencies may not 
register for or attend laboratory or clinical classes.

Students must take a tuberculosis screen test or chest x-ray 
as required. Dental hygiene students who have not taken a TB 
skin test within the last year must take the two-step TB test. 
CPR certification must be current.

Students are required to have health insurance. Student 
medical insurance plan information may be obtained through 
the University Health Services at (808) 956-8965.

Students enrolled in dental hygiene clinical courses have 
the potential for exposure to communicable diseases and may 
sustain injuries in the clinical setting. Limited emergency care 
will be rendered onsite. Students are financially liable for all 
care received, including emergency room charges.
Note: All certifications and requirements must be kept current for the duration of program 
enrollment.

Financial Consideration
Significant costs (e.g., professional education fee; purchase 

of instruments, supplies, uniforms, and books; examination 
fees, etc.) not related to tuition and housing are associated 
with dental hygiene education. The estimated additional cost 
over a period of three years in the dental hygiene program is 
approximately $14,000, excluding the professional education 
fee. Students are encouraged to make appropriate financial 
arrangements.

Varied Schedules
Dental hygiene students are expected to participate in 

clinical experiences at various scheduled times. Therefore, 
students must make time and arrangements to accommodate a 
modified daily schedule.
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 NURS 363 Introduction to Nursing Research (3) 
 PHRM 203 General Pharmacology (3)
 PUBA 301 Health Care Administration (3) (UH-West 

Oahu)

For information on a Bachelor Degree Program Sheet, go to 
www.manoa.hawaii.edu/ovcaa/programsheets/.

Nursing
Webster 446
2528 McCarthy Mall
Honolulu, HI 96822
Tel: (808) 956-8523
Fax: (808) 956-5296
Web: www.nursing.hawaii.edu

Faculty
*M. Boland, DrPH (Dean)—nursing workforce, health policy
*C. Ceria-Ulep, PhD (Associate Dean for Academic Affairs)—adult 

health, administration, aging
*K. Qureshi, PhD (Associate Dean for Research)—emergency nursing, 

disaster preparedness, community health
*A. Tse, PhD (Chair)—parent-child, community based participatory 

research
*C. Albright, PhD—cancer prevention and control, obesity control
E. Ben-Sefer, PhD—medical/surgical nursing 
L. Boehm, PhD—medical/surgical, mental health, critical care 
M. Bray, MS—public health, critical care 
L. Byrnes, PhD—maternal health, psychiatric-mental health
*J. Casken, PhD—administration, public health
K.U. Chow-Rule, MSN—cultural safety, Native Hawaiian health
P. Clements, MSN-Ed—medical/surgical nursing
J. Collins, MSN, MBA—amily health, obstetrics, pharmacology
*C. Constantin, PhD—maternal child health, genetics 
*K. Davis, PhD—evidence-based practice, sleep disorders & behaviors, 

health outcomes, pediatrics 
M. Deutsch, MS—maternal-child health, quality management, 

simulation learning
L. Dubbs, MSN—nursing administration, veteran care
*B. Friedman, DNP—community/public health
C. Gazmen, MS—adult health
*G. Glauberman, PhD—public health, disaster preparedness 
A. Grills, MSN—family medicine 
M. Guerriero, MSN—mental health
F. Hale, PhD—maternal-child health, nursing education, psychiatric 

mental health
*A. Hanberg-Paz, PhD—simulation learning
T. Higa, MS—adult health
H. Ho, MSN—maternal child health, medical/surgical nursing 
D. Ing, MSN—pediatric neonatology, simulation learning
R. Jarman, PhD—higher education administration and student services
*M. Kataoka-Yahiro, DrPH—parent-child, family caregiving
*J. Kathman, DNP—pediatric inpatient care, neonatal intensive care, 

mother-baby care
*B. Kilinski, MSN—pediatrics, school-based health
M. Koury, PhD—educational planning and management
*C. Linhares, PhD— maternal child health
*D. Mattheus, PhD—pediatrics, oral health 
N. Minton, MA—Native Hawaiian cultural enrichment, clinical 

psychology
J. Misola, PhD—adult health, nursing administration
A. Miyasaki, MS—critical care, nursing information systems, quality & 

patient safety
*J. Mobley, PhD—statistics, psychology

M. Napihaa, MS—pediatrics
A. Neves, MS—psychiatric mental health
*M. O’Brien, DNP—adult medical-surgical, critical care, telemetry
J. Ozeki, MSN—adult health
*D. Palakiko, PhD—community health 
W. Siegman, MS—medical/surgical nursing
*S. Sinclair, PhD—pediatrics 
*K. Tessier, PhD—pediatrics
*R. Wada, MD—pediatric hematology, oncology
*C. Wang, PhD—adult health
*L. Wong, PhD—adult health, technology and simulation learning

Emeritus Faculty
J. Inouye, PhD—psychiatric mental health, psychology 
B. Kooker, DrPH—nursing administration 
L. Magnussen, EdD—maternal child 
R. Ryburn, DrPH—pediatrics, complementary care
J. Shoultz, DrPH—community health, adult health

Degrees and Certificate Offered: BS, nursing major; MS, 
nursing major; DNP, PhD in nursing

The Nursing Profession
Nursing is a dynamic profession that brings many rewards 

and career advancement opportunities to those committed 
to lifelong learning. The nurse is a valuable member of the 
healthcare team and plays a key role in addressing the increasing 
demand for safe, high quality, and effective healthcare.  

UH Mânoa Nursing offers a continuum of academic 
programs with a rich nursing curriculum enhanced 
by innovative, technological resources such as the UH 
Translational Health Science Simulation Center and web-based 
distance learning.  Highly qualified and clinically competent 
faculty, valuable clinical practicums, endeavors in research 
and scholarship, and internship and interdisciplinary study 
opportunities are an integral part of the UH Mânoa Nursing 
program experience. 

The Academic Program
UH Mânoa Nursing offers multiple pathways and degrees to 

further one’s career goals, whether you are entering the program 
directly from high school or as a consortium college student, 
choosing a second career in nursing, or advancing your nursing 
career with a graduate degree.

The bachelor of science in nursing degree prepares 
beginning-level generalist professional nurses to deliver care 
to individuals in a variety of health-care settings, meet the 
state requirements for eligibility to take the National Council 
Licensure Examination-Registered Nurse (NCLEX-RN), and 
obtain a sound basis for graduate study in nursing.  

The master of science (MS), nursing major degree program 
prepares the student in advanced population health. The 
Graduate Entry Program in Nursing (GEPN) admits the 
student with a bachelor’s degree or higher in non-nursing areas. 

The Doctor of Nursing Practice (DNP) program is designed 
as a professional (practice) doctorate integrating evidence-
based practice, quality improvement, and systems leadership to 
prepare experts in specialized advanced nursing practice. 

The PhD in nursing prepares nursing scholars with particular 
strength in culturally appropriate clinical research aimed at 
improving the health of people in diverse populations and to 
teach in nursing education programs, especially those with 
underrepresented student populations.

* Graduate Faculty
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Advising
Office of Student Services
Webster 201
Honolulu, HI 96822
Tel: (808) 956-8939
Email: nursing@hawaii.edu

Potential applicants are highly encouraged to review the 
program documents posted on our website. Pre-advising is 
available at both the graduate and undergraduate level for 
information on application procedures, program description, 
and degree requirement completion. 

Distance Education
A variety of technologies are used in distance education 

including videoconferencing, HITS, web-based methods, or a 
combination of technologies. All policies and procedures that 
apply to UH Mânoa students apply to students enrolled in 
distance learning programs.

Accreditation
The baccalaureate degree in nursing, master’s degree in 

nursing, and Doctor of Nursing Practice program at UH 
Mânoa are accredited by the Commission on Collegiate 
Nursing Education (www.aacn.nche.edu/ccne-accreditation). 
UH Mânoa’s nursing programs are recognized by the Hawai‘i 
Board of Nursing.

Essential Functions for Nursing
The School of Nursing and Dental Hygiene (SONDH) 

is committed to training competent, caring nurses through 
quality undergraduate and graduate education. To ensure 
that SONDH also meets its ethical responsibility to society 
to protect the safety and welfare of patients and pay careful 
and individual attention to the needs of each student, the 
Department of Nursing (DON) has established a list of 
essential functions criteria.

In accordance with University of Hawai‘i policies and 
federal and state statutes, rules, and regulations, reasonable 
accommodations will be made to facilitate the progress of the 
otherwise qualified candidate, where such accommodations 
do not require fundamental alteration of the nature of the 
program, significantly lower or effect substantial modifications 
of standards, or significantly affect the rights of other students.

Special Requirements
Nursing students are expected to participate in clinical 

and field work experiences in many community agencies at 
variously scheduled times. Therefore, students must make time 
and transportation arrangements to accommodate an irregular 
academic schedule.

Students with prerequisite course deficiencies may not 
register for or attend clinical courses. Students must satisfy 
any additional requirements set forth by the clinical agencies; 
students with course deficiencies may not attend clinical 
courses.

Criminal Background Checks And Drug Testing
Hospitals and other clinical agencies require a criminal 

background check and drug testing of students in order to meet 
their hospital accreditation requirements. The Department 
of Nursing will not be collecting this information. It is the 
student’s responsibility to provide this information to the 
clinical facilities, if requested.

It is the responsibility of the student to satisfactorily 
complete affiliated hospital background checks and drug testing 
requirements in accordance with procedures and timelines 
as prescribed by the affiliated hospital. Nursing students are 
required to complete UH prescribed academic requirements 
that involve clinical practice in a UH-affiliated hospital setting 
with no substitution allowable. Failure of a student to complete 
the prescribed UH nursing clinical practice in a UH-affiliated 
hospital shall be deemed as not satisfying nursing academic 
program requirements.

If the requirements set forth by the hospital are not met 
by the individual student, the university is not responsible 
to provide a substitute clinical facility or clinical experience. 
Therefore, refusal of a hospital or clinical facility to allow a 
student in their clinical facility due to negative information may 
result in the inability of the student to continue in the nursing 
program.

Health Certification and Other Requirements 
Prior to enrollment, accepted students must provide 

evidence of sound health and meet other requirements as 
follows: 
1. American Heart Association (AHA) BLS CPR;
2. TB Clearance;
3. Immunizations for Tetanus/Diphtheria/Pertussis and the Flu 

vaccine (or a signed medical waiver for the flu vaccine only; 
immunizations for Tetanus/Diptheria/Pertussis cannot be 
waived);

4. Laboratory evidence (positive titer) of immunity for 
Hepatitis B, Mumps, Rubeola (Measles), Rubella (German 
Measles), and Varicella (Chicken Pox);

5. Health insurance.

All requirements must be cleared by presenting the necessary 
documentation for all health clearance requirements. Students 
with health clearance deficiencies may not attend laboratory or 
clinical classes. 

Students must take a tuberculosis screen test or chest x-ray as 
required.  

Students must get the influenza vaccine or submit a signed 
medical waiver annually in the fall semester.

If a student’s clearance for Tetanus/Diphtheria/Pertussis 
expires for the end of the upcoming academic year, then the 
student must renew their clearance in May.

If a student’s certification for AHA BLS CPR expires for the 
end of the upcoming academic year, the student must recertify 
in August.
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Students are required to have health insurance. Student 
medical insurance plan information may be obtained through 
the University Health Services at (808) 956-8965.  
Note: The student must keep a copy of all certifications and requirements must be kept current 
for the duration of program enrollment.

Undergraduate Study
With the BS degree, the student is prepared for graduate 

education and continued career development.
The Department of Nursing’s undergraduate program 

provides five pathways to the bachelor of science degree:
 High School Direct Entry into Nursing (HS-DEN) Program
 Hawaii Statewide Nursing Consortium (HSNC)
 Hawaii Statewide Nursing Consortium (HSNC) for ADN 

Graduates from participating UH Community Colleges
 RN to Bachelor of Science
 Executive RN to Bachelor of Science 

Applicants are strongly advised to attend an informational 
session at the School of Nursing and Dental Hygiene 
before submitting an application to the program. For more 
information, please visit the SONDH website at www.nursing.
hawaii.edu.

High School Direct Entry into Nursing (HS-DEN)–
BS in Nursing Pathway
For high school graduates

This baccalaureate nursing pathway is designed for high 
school graduates and provides an opportunity for admission 
into the nursing program directly after high school graduation. 
The pathway includes 1 year of pre-nursing course work 
followed by 3 years of nursing and General Education courses 
required for graduation. Students who complete the degree are 
eligible to take the RN licensure examination (NCLEX-RN). 

During their freshman year, students join an intensive 
learning community designed for the HS-DEN pathway. This 
will ensure proper registration and provides the opportunity to 
network with current nursing students, the department, and the 
nursing community. Students enroll in NURS 200 (1 cr) and 
NURS 201 (1 cr) during their freshman year. 

Upon successful completion of the first year course work, 
students take the required nursing courses (as detailed under 
Hawai‘i Statewide Nursing Consortium BS in Nursing 
Curriculum) along with remaining general education 
graduation requirements.

Admission Requirements
The program admits high school students who are eligible 

for admission to UH Mânoa and meet the UH Mânoa Nursing 
requirements noted below. 
1. Department of Nursing application (available at 

NursingCAS at www.nursingcas.org)
2. SAT: Evidence-Based Reading and Writing 560 and Math 

540 or ACT: Reading 22 and Math 22
3. High school Grade Point Average (GPA): 3.0 cumulative 

GPA at the end of the junior year in high school.

Application Requirements
Submit a completed UH System application for UH 

Mânoa and declare NURSING as your major. Submit a UH 
Mânoa Nursing application available at NursingCAS at www.
nursingcas.org. For more information, please visit the SONDH 
website at www.nursing.hawaii.edu.

Application Deadline
January 5 (Fall admission only)
All documents, including the UH System application, must 

be received by the Office of Student Services no later than 
the deadline. It is highly recommended that the UH System 
Application be submitted 4-6 weeks prior to the SONDH 
deadline in order to allow ample processing time in the Office 
of Admissions. Applications received after the deadline will not 
be accepted. For more information, please visit our website at 
www.nursing.hawaii.edu.

Hawai‘i Statewide Nursing Consortium (HSNC)– 
BS in Nursing Pathway
For current UH Mânoa and transferring college students 
without an RN 

Students admitted directly to UH Mânoa’s nursing program 
complete the 3 year nursing curriculum at UH Mânoa.  

Required Nursing Courses /Credits
 NURS 210/210L (3/6)
 NURS 211 (2)
 NURS 212 (3)
 NURS 220/220L (3/6)
 NURS 321/321L (2/3) 
 NURS 322/322L (2/3) 
 NURS 360/360L (3/6)
 NURS 363 (3)
 NURS 450/450L (2/3)
 NURS 452 (3)
 NURS 453 (3)
 NURS 460/460L (4/6)
 NURS 461 (2)
 NURS 465/465L (2/3)

For the Bachelor Degree Program Sheet, go to www.manoa.
hawaii.edu/ovcaa/programsheets/.

Admission Requirements
To qualify for admission to the Department of Nursing, 

applicants must complete the following pre-nursing 
requirements by the established deadlines:
1. Classified status at UH Mânoa for the application term 

(unclassified, graduating, new, returning, and transfer 
students must complete the UH System Application);

2. Minimum cumulative GPA of 3.0 or better;
3. Department of Nursing application (available at NursingCAS 

at www.nursingcas.org);
4. Prerequisites: 16 credits of prerequisites credits must be 

satisfactorily completed at the time of application, of which 
MUST include 1 PHYL lecture/lab and MICR 130.

 Applicants must complete all remaining prerequisites by 
August 1 to remain eligible for admission. No substitutions 
are allowed.

 a. The following courses must be completed with a minimum 
grade of C (not C-): 

 *1 FW course, *1 FG course, 2 DS (PSY 100, HDFS 230) 1 
DA course (COMG 151 or 251), 1 DP course (CHEM 151, 
152,161,162, BIOC 241, 244, or 341). 

 b. The following courses must be completed with a 
minimum grade of B (not B-):

 *1 FS/FQ course, PHYL 141/141L, PHYL 142/142L, 
MICR 130. 
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*Designated by UH Mânoa as General Education courses. These may be found in the 
“Undergraduate General Education Requirements” section of this Catalog. Students already 
holding degrees or certificates are not exempt from these requirements. 

5. For Pre-Admission Exam requirements, see the website at 
www.nursing.hawaii.edu.

Application Requirements
Submit a completed UH System application for UH Mânoa 

or be a continuing classified student at UH Mânoa. Submit a 
Department of Nursing application available at NursingCAS 
at www.nursingcas.org to include an electronic copy of your 
exam scores and current student schedule (non-UH applicants 
only) demonstrating current registration in any outstanding 
prerequisite courses. For more information, please visit the 
SONDH website at www.nursing.hawaii.edu. 

Application Deadline
January 5 (Fall admission only)
All documents, including the UH System application, must 

be received by the Office of Student Services no later than 
the deadline. It is highly recommended that the UH System 
Application be submitted 4-6 weeks prior to the SONDH 
deadline in order to allow ample processing time in the Office 
of Admissions. Applications received after the deadline will not 
be accepted. For more information, please visit our website at 
www.nursing.hawaii.edu.

Hawai‘i Statewide Nursing Consortium (HSNC)– 
BS in Nursing for ADN Graduates from the 
Consortium Pathway
For ADN graduates from a UH Consortium Program

The Hawai‘i Statewide Nursing Consortium’s (HSNC) 
Bachelor of Science (BS) in Nursing pathway for associate 
degree nursing (ADN) graduates is a statewide continuing 
consortium nursing curriculum available to UH students from 
Maui College, Kaua‘i Community College, and Kapi‘olani 
Community College. The HSNC program is designed to 
provide an efficient pathway to the baccalaureate for the 
graduate associate degree. The pathway builds upon initial 
nursing preparation with course work to enhance professional 
development, prepare for a broader scope of practice, and 
provide an increased understanding of the cultural, economic, 
and social issues that affect the delivery of safe, quality patient 
care (American Association of Colleges of Nursing, 2011). 

Students admitted to the associate degree nursing programs 
at Kapi‘olani, Maui, or Kaua‘i complete prerequisites and 2 
years of the nursing curriculum at their home campus. UH 
Mânoa senior year didactic courses are offered via distance 
based education, and the clinical courses are offered on Maui 
and Kaua‘i. Students complete the final year of the nursing 
curriculum and receive the bachelor’s degree from UH Mânoa.  

For further information, contact the Office of Student 
Services at (808) 956-8939 or visit our website at www.nursing.
hawaii.edu.

Required Nursing Courses completed at the participating 
UH community college
 NURS 210 (9)
 NURS 211 (1)
 NURS 212 (3)
 NURS 220 (10)
 NURS 321/321L (2/3)
 NURS 322/322L (2/3) 
 NURS 360 (9)

 NURS 362 (1)
 NURS 363 (3)

Year 4 Courses completed at UHM
 NURS 450/450L (2/3)
 NURS 452 (3)
 NURS 453 (3)
 NURS 460/460L (4/6)
 NURS 461 (3)
 Approved nursing electives (6)

For the BS in Nursing for ADN graduates Bachelor 
Degree Program Sheet, go to www.manoa.hawaii.edu/ovcaa/
programsheets/#nursing.

Admission Requirements
To qualify for admission to the Department of Nursing, 

applicants must complete the following requirements by the 
established deadlines:
1. Documentation of graduation from associate degree HSNC 

program within the past 2 years (all others may apply to the 
RN to BS programs);

2. Classified status at UH Mânoa for the application term 
(unclassified, graduating, new, returning, and transfer 
students must complete the UH System Application);

3. Minimum cumulative GPA of 2.0 or better;
4. Department of Nursing application available at NursingCAS 

at www.nursingcas.org;
5. Minimum grade of C (not C-) in the following prerequisite 

courses: *1 FW course, *1 FQ course, *2 FG courses from 
different groups, *1 DA (COMG 151 or 251), *1 DH/L 
course,  2 DS (PSY 100, HDFS 230), *1 DP course, 
(CHEM 151, 152, 161, 162, BIOC 241, or 341), FSHN 
185 or 475, 11 credits of *Natural Sciences, PHRM 203, 
Statistics, Statistics, NURS 363; 

6. English Language Proficiency: If applicant’s native language 
is not English or has not obtained a bachelor’s or master’s 
degree from an English speaking college, then the applicant 
must submit official Test of English a Foreign Language 
(TOEFL) scores with a minimum score of 600. UH com-
munity college students should see their advisor for more 
information regarding grandfathering of prerequisites and 
upcoming prerequisite changes. *

*Designated by UH Mânoa as General Education courses. These may be found in the 
“Undergraduate General Education Requirements” section of this Catalog. Students already 
holding degrees or certificates are not exempt from these requirements. 

Application Requirements
Submit a completed UH System application for UH Mânoa 

or be a continuing classified student at UH Mânoa. Submit a 
Department of Nursing application available at NursingCAS 
at www.nursingcas.org. For more information, please visit the 
SONDH website at www.nursing.hawaii.edu. 

Application Deadline
January 5 (Fall admission only)
August 1 (Spring admission for Kapiolani Community 

College graduates only)
All documents, including the UH System application, must 

be received by the Office of Student Services no later than 
the deadline. It is highly recommended that the UH System 
Application be submitted 4-6 weeks prior to the SONDH 
deadline in order to allow ample processing time in the Office 
of Admissions. Applications received after the deadline will not 
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be accepted. For more information, please visit our website at 
www.nursing.hawaii.edu.

RN to BS in Nursing Pathway
For Non-UH Consortium ADN graduates

The RN to Bachelor of Science (BS) in Nursing pathway 
for associate degree nursing (ADN), is a complement to the 
statewide HSCN consortium nursing curriculum offered 
to UH students. It is designed to provide a bridge to the 
baccalaureate for the RN with an associate degree. The pathway 
builds upon initial nursing preparation with course work to 
enhance professional development, prepare for a broader scope 
of practice, and provide an increased understanding of the 
cultural, economic, and social issues that affect the delivery of 
safe, quality patient care (American Association of Colleges of 
Nursing, 2011).

Students enter the program in the fall. Maui and Kauai 
students take didactic course via distance-based education; 
clinical courses are offered on-site. O‘ahu students take didactic 
courses on campus.

Admission to the program requires completion of 31 credits 
of General Education core & Graduation Requirements 
and 6 credits of nursing pre-requisite courses. In addition, 
approximately 49 credits of Associate Degree Nursing course 
work and general electives must be completed for the program.  
A total of 120 credits are required for the baccalaureate degree. 
Upon admission, each student will receive a personalized 
review of completed course work to create an individualized 
progression plan.

34 credits of upper division nursing course work with a grade 
of C (not C-) is required for the program. The upper division 
nursing course work includes two didactic courses that must be 
completed before beginning clinical course work.

Required Upper Division Nursing Courses/Credits
Courses Required Prior to Clinical Course work
 NURS 301 (3)
 NURS 363 (3) 
400-Level Nursing Courses
 NURS 450/450L (2/3)
 NURS 452 (3)
 NURS 453 (3)
 NURS 460/460L (4/6)
 NURS 461 (3)
 Approved nursing electives (4)

Admission Requirements
To qualify for admission to the Department of Nursing, 

applicants must complete the following requirements by the 
established deadlines:
1. Documentation of graduation from an accredited associate 

degree or diploma nursing program;
2. Current unrestricted RN license in Hawai‘i.
3. Classified status at UH Mânoa for the application term 

(unclassified, graduating, new, returning, and transfer 
students must complete the UH System Application); 

4. A GPA of 2.0 or better if transferring from a UH System 
campus; a GPA of 2.5 or better if transferring from a non-
UH System campus;

5. Department of Nursing application available at NursingCAS 
at www.nursingcas.org;

6. Completion of General Education Core and Graduation 
Requirements (31 credits) and Nursing Prerequisite 

Courses (6 credits): Natural Science (7 cr), Arts/
Humanities/Literatures (6 cr), Social Science (6 cr), Written 
Communication (3), Quantitative Reasoning (3vcr), 
Global/Multicultural Perspectives (6 cr), Statistics (3 cr), 
Pharmacology (3 cr). 

7. English Language Proficiency: If applicant’s native language 
is not English or has not obtained a bachelor’s or master’s 
degree from an English speaking college, then the applicant 
must submit official Test of English a Foreign Language 
(TOEFL) scores with a minimum score of 600. UH 
community college students should see their advisor for more 
information regarding grandfathering of prerequisites and 
upcoming prerequisite changes. 

*Designated by UH Mânoa as General Education courses. These may be found in the 
“Undergraduate General Education Requirements” section of this Catalog. Students already 
holding degrees or certificates are not exempt from these requirements. 

Application Requirements
Submit a completed UH System application for UH Mânoa 

or be a continuing classified student at UH Mânoa. Submit a 
Department of Nursing application (available at NursingCAS 
at www.nursingcas.org) and current student schedule (non-
UH applicants only) demonstrating current registration in any 
outstanding prerequisite courses. For more information, please 
visit the SONDH website at www.nursing.hawaii.edu. 

Application Deadline
January 5 (Fall admission only)
All documents, including the UH System application, must 

be received by the Office of Student Services no later than 
the deadline. It is highly recommended that the UH System 
Application be submitted 4-6 weeks prior to the SONDH 
deadline in order to allow ample processing time in the Office 
of Admissions. Applications received after the deadline will not 
be accepted. For more information, please visit our website at 
www.nursing.hawaii.edu.

Graduate Study
UH Mânoa School of Nursing and Dental Hygiene offers 

graduate nursing education at the master’s and doctoral levels 
to prepare nurses with advanced skills for the dynamic nursing 
profession.

UH Mânoa nurses with graduate preparation provide direct 
and indirect patient care at an advanced level with a focus on 
the adult, family, geriatric, and population health areas; conduct 
research; teach; lead health systems; create public policy; and 
implement evidence-based solutions in healthcare. Nurses with 
master’s or doctoral degrees impact the systems level design and 
implementation of care.

Graduate nursing courses are offered in online, face-to-face, 
and hybrid formats. Programs may be part-time or full-time, 
depending on the pathway.

Pathways
The pathways provide a seamless, accelerated approach to a 

graduate nursing degree for:
 Non-nurses with a bachelor’s degree or higher in a field other 

than nursing: Graduate Entry Program in Nursing (GEPN) 
pathway to the MS, DNP, and PhD

 RNs with a bachelor’s degree in nursing: MS, DNP, and PhD
 RNs with an associate’s degree in nursing and a bachelor’s degree 

in a non-nursing field: MS
 RNs with a master’s degree: MS, DNP, and PhD
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Degrees and Specialties
The school offers the following degrees and specialty focus 

areas:
 Master of Science: prepares the nurse for an advanced role
 – Advanced Population Health Nursing (APHN)
 Doctor of Nursing Practice (DNP): prepares the nurse for 

specialized advanced nursing practice and organizational 
leadership

 – Adult-Gerontology Primary Care Nurse Practitioner 
(AGPCNP)

 – Family Nurse Practitioner (FNP)
 – Post-Master’s in Organizational Leadership
 PhD in Nursing: prepares the nurse for a career in research

For additional information about graduate program 
offerings, please visit the SONDH website at www.nursing.
hawaii.edu/nursing-graduate. 

Graduate Entry Program in Nursing (GEPN)
The Graduate Entry Program in Nursing is designed 

for adult learners with no prior nursing experience and a 
baccalaureate degree or higher in a field other than nursing. 
This program equips students with entry-level professional 
nurse competencies as a foundation for advanced practice roles.

At the time of application to GEPN, the student selects 
a specialty area and graduate degree (i.e., MS, DNP, PhD). 
Once admitted to GEPN, a student may not change from the 
specialty track selected at the time of application. Transfer from 
one specialty area to another is not permitted. Transfer between 
the FNP or AGPCNP specialties is not permitted. Once 
enrolled in GEPN, a student may not apply as a new student to 
another graduate degree program.   

The program uses a cohort model that consists of a pre-
licensure year of rigorous and intensive study that is delivered 
across three continuous semesters. Upon completion of the first 
year, the students will transition into their graduate specialty 
track and begin courses for their advanced degree. Depending 
on the selected specialty area, students may graduate with the 
MS, DNP, or PhD degree.

The first year curriculum is based on a competency model 
appropriate for graduate level adult learners. Active learning 
strategies are emphasized including clinical experience and 
simulation based learning to inform the actions of the nurse. A 
substantial amount of the curriculum is clinical practicum in 
hospital/health care settings where students are actively engaged 
in nursing care under the supervision and guidance of faculty. 
Threaded throughout the curriculum are evidence-based 
principles, patient safety, and cultural diversity as well as the 
various contexts (i.e., historical & social) of nursing, nursing 
roles, and the core values of the profession.

Upon successful completion of the GEPN pre-licensure year, 
the student is required to take and pass the National Council 
Licensure Examination–Registered Nurse (NCLEX-RN). 
Students immediately transition into their chosen specialty 
track after successful completion of the pre-licensure year. In 
order to progress beyond the first semester of specialty study, 
students must obtain a registered nurse license. The post-
licensure specialty curriculum prepares students for their chosen 
role in advanced nursing. 

Admission Requirements
Applicants must meet the requirements of both the Graduate 

Division and the Department of Nursing for admission to the 

program. Admission and application requirements vary by the 
chosen pathway and degree.
1. Education: Baccalaureate degree (or higher) in any field from 

an accredited college or university earned by July 15 of the 
year admitted to the program. 

2. Minimum grade point average (GPA) of 3.0 or above on a 
4.0 scale.

3. Prerequisite courses must be completed by August 1 prior 
to fall admission. If you are taking courses after your 
application has been submitted, please send in a copy of the 
course registration as soon as you have registered.

 a. The following pre-requisite courses must be completed 
with a grade of B or better on the first attempt: 

	 Two semesters of Human Anatomy and Physiology with 
lab

	 One semester of General Microbiology lecture course (lab 
not required)

 b. The following courses must be completed with a grade of 
C or better:

	 One semester of Nutrition
  One semester of Human Growth and Development
  One semester of an upper division or graduate level 

Research course 
4. English Language Proficiency: If applicant’s native language 

is not English or has not obtained a bachelor’s or master’s 
degree from an English speaking college, then the applicant 
must submit either official Test of English as a Foreign 
Language (TOEFL) scores with a minimum score of 600, 
or International English Language Testing System (IELTS) 
scores with a minimum score of 6.00.

5. Licensure. Before beginning the second semester of the 
MS, DNP, or PhD Program, GEPN students must submit 
evidence of having passed the NCLEX-RN exam and an 
active RN license in the state or jurisdiction of practice. 
Students who do not take or pass the NCLEX-RN exam may 
not continue to progress in the graduate program until the 
receipt of the RN license.

Application Requirements
Applicants must meet the requirements of both the UH 

Mânoa Graduate Division and the Department of Nursing for 
admission to the program. There is a Two-Step Application 
Process. Application requirements can be found on the websites 
listed below.
Step 1–Apply to UH Mânoa Graduate Division 
	manoa.hawaii.edu/graduate/content/how-apply
	For the Master of Science in Advanced Population Health 

Nursing track, select “MS-Nursing” for the Planned Course 
of Study.

	For the Doctor of Nursing Practice program track, select 
“DNP in Nursing Practice” for the Planned Course of Study.

	For the PhD program track, select “Nursing-PhD” for the 
Planned Course of Study.

Step 2–Apply to Nursing’s Centralized Application Service 
	www.nursingcas.org
	For the Master of Science in Advanced Population Health 

Nursing track, select “Fall GEPN–MS-APHN” for the 
Planned Course of Study.

	For the Doctor of Nursing Practice–FNP program track, 
select “Fall GEPN–DNP-FNP” for the Planned Course of 
Study.
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	For the Doctor of Nursing Practice–AGPCNP program 
track, select “Fall GEPN–DNP-AGPCNP” for the Planned 
Course of Study.

	For the PhD program track, select “Fall GEPN-PhD” for the 
Planned Course of Study.

Application Deadline
January 5 (Fall admission only)
The GEPN program uses a rolling admission model. 

Applications are reviewed upon submission and applicants are 
notified as decisions are made.

Contact Information
GEPN Program
Phone: (808) 956-0445
Fax: (808) 956-5977
Email: gepn@hawaii.edu
Office of Student Services
School of Nursing & Dental Hygiene
University of Hawai‘i at Manoa
2528 McCarthy Mall, Webster Hall
Honolulu, HI 96822

Master’s Degree in Advanced Population Health 
Nursing

The Master of Science (MS) program is designed for 
registered nurses who seek to expand their knowledge and 
expertise to assume leadership roles in population health 
nursing.

A total of 30 credits is required to receive the MS degree in 
Advanced Population Health Nursing. Part-time and full-time 
study options are available. Faculty provide individual student 
advising to develop a program of study that facilitates student 
progression through the program.

The Advanced Population Health Nursing (APHN) 
Program is a distance based master’s in nursing degree 
for registered nurses who wish to practice in Hawai‘i, the 
U.S., and international settings. Course work is completed 
via online learning and fieldwork that is conducted in the 
student’s own local community. The APHN program focuses 
on population-level health, wellness, health promotion, and 
disease prevention. The students learn critical population health 
skills such as community and population assessment; complex 
project/program management; global health, disaster nursing, 
health services research and health policy analysis. The aim 
of the program is to educate the future leaders for population 
health nursing. The course work pathway requires a minimum 
of 30 credits to graduate. At the conclusion of the program, the 
students are awarded a Master of Science degree. 

Admission Requirements
Applicants must meet the requirements of both the Graduate 

Division and the Department of Nursing for admission to the 
program. Admission and application requirements vary by the 
pathway.
GEPN to MS Pathway

Non-nurses may apply to the Graduate Entry Program in 
Nursing (GEPN) to MS pathway. Please see the GEPN section 
above for pathway specific deadlines and requirements.
RN to MS Pathway
1. Education: Baccalaureate degree (or higher) in any field 

from an accredited college or earned by July 15 of the year 
admitted to the program. 

 a. Admission is contingent upon completion of the   

 baccalaureate degree requirements no later than the first  
 day of class of the first semester of master’s course work. 

 b. Minimum grade point average (GPA of 3.0 or above on a  
 4.0 scale). 

2. Licensure. Current unrestricted RN license in state or 
jurisdiction of practice. 

3. Research Course Completion. Successful completion of an 
undergraduate research course or equivalent within 7 years. 

4. Applicants with a non-nursing baccalaureate should have 
evidence of baccalaureate level knowledge in research, 
community, public, and global health; and an integrative 
clinical practicum and leadership development within the 
last seven years. Competency in each of the areas may have 
been obtained through course work, professional programs, 
and/or professional or life experience. 

 The admitted student can petition to waive the course work 
by submitting an experiential portfolio to demonstrate either 
course work or experience in the required areas. Samples of 
evidence include: resume, transcripts for previous college 
course work; course syllabi which outline course descriptions 
and learning objectives; professional training programs 
course work that includes learning objectives. Guidelines 
for the experiential portfolio are available from the Nursing 
Office of Student Services.

5. English Language Proficiency: If an applicant’s native 
language is not English or has not obtained a bachelor’s or 
master’s degree from an English speaking college, then the 
applicant must submit either official Test of English as a 
Foreign Language (TOEFL scores with a minimum score 
of 600, or International English Language Testing System 
(IELTS scores with a minimum score of 6.00. 

Bachelor’s to MS Pathway
1. Education: Baccalaureate degree (or higher) in any field 

from an accredited college or earned by July 15 of the year 
admitted to the program. 

 a. Admission is contingent upon completion of the 
  baccalaureate degree requirements no later than the first 
  day of class of the first semester of master’s course work.
 b. Minimum grade point average (GPA) of 3.0 or above on 
  a 4.0 scale.
2. Licensure*. Current unrestricted RN license in state 

or jurisdiction of practice. Applicants completing their 
baccalaureate degree who have not passed the NCLEX-RN 
exam yet, must provide evidence of passing the NCLEX-
RN exam and have a current RN license in the state or 
jurisdiction of practice before beginning the second semester 
of the master’s program.

3. Research Course Completion. Successful completion of an 
undergraduate research course or equivalent within 7 years. 

4. English Language Proficiency: If an applicant’s native 
language is not English or has not obtained a bachelor’s or 
master’s degree from an English speaking college, then the 
applicant must submit either official Test of English as a 
Foreign Language (TOEFL) scores with a minimum score 
of 600, or International English Language Testing System 
(IELTS) scores with a minimum score of 6.00.

*Note: special cohorts of international students may be admitted. These applicants must have a 
bachelor’s degree in nursing and be licensed or credentialed in the country of origin. All other 
admission requirements must be met.

Application Requirements
Applicants must meet the requirements of both the UH 

Mânoa Graduate Division and the Department of Nursing for 
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admission to the program. There is a Two-Step Application 
Process. Application requirements can be found on the websites 
listed below.
Step 1 – Apply to UH Mânoa Graduate Division 
	manoa.hawaii.edu/graduate/content/how-apply
	Select “MS in Nursing” as the planned course of study
Step 2 – Apply to Nursing’s Centralized Application Service 
	www.nursingcas.org

Application Deadline
January 5 (Fall admission only)
The master’s program uses a rolling admission model. 

Applications are reviewed upon submission and applicants are 
notified as decisions are made.

Doctor of Nursing Practice (DNP) Degree
The DNP program offers the terminal degree in Nursing 

Practice and is designed as a post-baccalaureate or higher 
degree program to meet our statewide demand for highly 
competent nursing workforce equipped with the skills to ensure 
the delivery of safe, quality nursing care. The curriculum 
incorporates the AACN Essentials for Doctoral Education 
for Advanced Nursing Practice as the foundation for the 
curriculum, integrating evidence based practice, quality 
improvement, and systems leadership to prepare experts in 
specialized advanced nursing practice. 

DNP Project
Graduates of the program meet the accreditation 

requirement of a minimum of 1,000 post-baccalaureate 
supervised practice hours. The required NURS 776 DNP 
Project hours will vary dependent on the student’s documented 
post-baccalaureate practicum hours; 1 credit hour = 3 hours 
per week or 45 hours per semester. Students may receive course 
credit by submitting a portfolio demonstrating achievement of 
the learning outcomes.

Unofficial Transcript Review
A free unofficial transcript review is available to prospective 

students to determine the possible length of study. The 
transcript review is unofficial and is offered as a guidance tool 
for prospective students. The official transcript review occurs 
once a prospective student applies to the program and submits 
all required documentation and fees.

Partnership in the Nursing Education Exchange
UH Mânoa is a member of NEXus (The Nursing Education 

Xchange). NEXus is a collaboration between participating 
doctoral programs in nursing that allows doctoral students 
enrolled at member colleges and universities to take courses that 
may not be offered at his or her home institution for a common 
price. 

DNP Degree Specialties

Adult-Gerontology Primary Care Nurse Practitioner 
Specialty 

The Adult-Gerontology Primary Care Nurse Practitioner 
(AGPCNP) specialty prepares students to provide 
comprehensive primary, acute, and chronic care services 
to young, older, and elderly adult patients in a variety of 
community and long-term care settings. 

Special emphasis is placed on the delivery of care to 
vulnerable populations in a changing health system. The 

program consists of core advanced practice registered nurse 
courses with specialty courses in adult-gerontology health. The 
specialty requires 77 credits, including 720 supervised clinical 
hours. 

Family Nurse Practitioner Specialty 
The Family Nurse Practitioner (FNP) specialty prepares 

nurses to meet the primary care needs of individuals and 
families across the life span. Family nurse practitioners provide 
comprehensive, primary care services to patients of all ages 
within the context of family and community. Special emphasis 
is placed on the delivery of care to vulnerable populations in a 
changing health system. The program consists of core advanced 
practice registered nurse courses with specialty courses in 
family health. The specialty requires 77 credits, including 720 
supervised clinical hours.  

Post-Master’s in Organizational Leadership
The Post-Master’s in Organizational Leadership program 

is a part-time, online cohort program. The amount of time 
and number of credits required to complete the program will 
vary with the student’s previous education and professional 
experience. The post-master’s program is designed to meet the 
statewide demand for a highly competent nursing workforce 
equipped with the skills to ensure the delivery of safe, quality 
nursing care in Hawai‘i.

Special emphasis is placed on leadership and implementation 
of evidence-based practice in nursing and healthcare. The 
program consists of courses that develop the skills needed to 
lead teams and develop systems of care that influence health 
outcomes. The required NURS 776 DNP Project hours will 
vary dependent on the student’s documented post-baccalaureate 
practicum hours; 1 credit hour = 3 hours per week or 45 hours 
per semester. Students may receive course credit by submitting 
a portfolio demonstrating achievement of the learning 
outcomes. The supervised clinical hours with the DNP project 
hours complete the 1,000 supervised hours required to obtain 
the DNP degree.

Students may select from two pathways for this specialty:
	Master’s to DNP–RNs with a master’s degree
	UH Mânoa Shidler College of Business EMBA-HC to 

DNP–RNs with a master’s degree from UH Mânoa Shidler 
College of Business

Master’s to DNP
This pathway prepares students to serve as leaders in clinical 

and executive positions within the larger healthcare system, 
translating emerging science to improve patient and population-
based care, and inform health policy. Students complete 36-53 
credits (30 didactic credits and a minimum of 6 credits for the 
DNP project) in two years including summer sessions.

UH Mânoa Shidler College of Business, Distance Learning 
EMBA - Health Care Management Track to DNP

This pathway begins with a program of study that allows stu-
dents to obtain an MBA degree through the UH Mânoa Shidler 
College of Business. The EMBA-HC is a two-year program. 
For information about the application process, please refer to 
UH Mânoa Shidler Business College’s website at shidler.hawaii.
edu/distance-emba/healthcare.

Shidler EMBA-HC graduates can enroll in UH Mânoa 
Nursing to obtain their DNP degree. Students must complete 
the 1,000 post-bachelor’s supervised hours required to obtain 
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the DNP degree. The curriculum includes the completion of a 
minimum of 8 credits/360 supervised hours for completion of 
the DNP project. However, additional hours may be required 
depending on the entering student’s documentation of previ-
ously completed post-baccalaureate practicum/fieldwork.

Admission Requirements
Applicants must meet the requirements of both the Graduate 

Division and the Department of Nursing for admission to the 
program. Admission and application requirements vary by the 
pathway:

GEPN to DNP Pathway
Non-nurses may apply to the Graduate Entry Program in 

Nursing (GEPN) to DNP pathway. Please see the previous 
GEPN section for pathway specific deadlines and requirements.

Bachelor’s to DNP Pathway
Prospective students may apply for admission to the 

AGPCNP, FNP, and Post-Master’s in Organizational 
Leadership specialties. 
1. Education: Baccalaureate degree (or higher) from an 

accredited college or university
 a. Admission is contingent upon completion of the bachelor’s  

 degree no later than the first day of the first semester of  
 DNP course work. 

 b. Minimum grade point average (GPA) of 3.0 or above on a
  4.0 scale
2. Licensure. Current unrestricted RN license in state or 

jurisdiction of practice. Applicants completing their 
baccalaureate degree who have not passed the NCLEX-RN 
exam yet must provide evidence of passing the NCLEX-
RN exam and have a current RN license in the state or 
jurisdiction of practice before beginning the second semester 
of the DNP program.

3. English Language Proficiency: If an applicant’s native 
language is not English or has not obtained a bachelor’s or 
master’s degree from an English speaking college, then the 
applicant must submit either official Test of English as a 
Foreign Language (TOEFL) scores with a minimum score 
of 600/100 (paper/internet) and subtest scores of 25 for 
listening and 25 for speaking, or Grad International English 
Language Testing System (IELTS) scores with a minimum 
score of 7.00.

Master’s to DNP Pathway
1. Education: Master’s degree (or higher) in any field from an 

accredited college or university.
 a. Admission is contingent upon completion of the master’s  

 degree requirements no later than the first day of the first  
 semester of DNP course work. 

 b. Minimum grade point average (GPA) of 3.0 or above on a  
 4.0 scale.

2. Licensure. Current unrestricted RN license in state or 
jurisdiction of practice where the student will conduct the 
DNP project.

3. National Certification. Copy of national certifications held, 
if applicable.

4. Pre-requisite requirements (applicants may apply to the 
DNP program while enrolled in the pre-requisite courses, 
but they must be completed prior to enrollment):

 	Statistics Course–completion of a 3 credit graduate level  
 statistics course (taken within the last 5 years) 

 	Genomics/Genetics Course–successful completion of a  
 genomics/genetics course (taken within the last 7 years).  

5. English Language Proficiency: If an applicant’s native 
language is not English or has not obtained a bachelor’s or 
master’s degree from an English speaking college, then the 
applicant must submit either official Test of English as a 
Foreign Language (TOEFL) scores with a minimum score 
of 600/100 (paper/internet) and subtest scores of 25 for 
listening and 25 for speaking, or Grad International English 
Language Testing System (IELTS) scores with a minimum 
score of 7.00.

Application Requirements
Applicants must meet the requirements of both the UH 

Mânoa Graduate Division and the Department of Nursing for 
admission to the program. There is a Two-Step Application 
Process. Application requirements can be found on the websites 
listed below.

Bachelor’s to DNP Pathway
Step 1–Apply to UH Mânoa Graduate Division 
	manoa.hawaii.edu/graduate/content/how-apply
	Select “DNP in Nursing Practice” as the planned course of 

study
Step 2 – Apply to Nursing’s Centralized Application Service 
	www.nursingcas.org

Master’s to DNP Pathway
Step 1–Apply to UH Mânoa Graduate Division 
	manoa.hawaii.edu/graduate/content/how-apply
	Select “DNP in Nursing Practice” as the planned course of 

study
Step 2 – Apply to Nursing’s Centralized Application Service 
	www.nursingcas.org

Application Deadline
January 5 (Fall admission only)
The DNP program uses a rolling admission model. 

Applications are reviewed upon submission and applicants are 
notified as decisions are made.

Contact Information
DNP Program
Phone: (808) 956-8401
Fax: (808) 956-5977
Email: dnpnurs@hawaii.edu

Office of Student Services
School of Nursing & Dental Hygiene
University of Hawai‘i at Manoa
2528 McCarthy Mall, Webster Hall
Honolulu, HI 96822

PhD Degree
The PhD nursing program is designed to prepare visionary 

scholars with expertise in conducting research to improve the 
health of culturally diverse populations, especially in Hawai‘i 
and the Pacific Basin regions and countries. The curriculum 
provides a strong foundation in research methodologies with 
each course contributing to the development of the dissertation 
study. The full-time on-campus program is rigorous and 
requires students demonstrate strong critical thinking and 
writing skills that allow them to coherently and logically 
communicate their course assignments, and their dissertation.

Students can enter the PhD program through one of the 
following pathways.
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 RNs that have a baccalaureate or higher degree in nursing
 Graduate Entry Program in Nursing (GEPN) Non-nurses 

with a bachelor’s degree or higher in a field other than 
nursing

 RNs with an associate’s degree in nursing and a bachelor’s 
degree in a non-nursing field

 RNs with a Master’s degree in nursing or other health related 
field  

Program Outcomes
The goal of the program is to graduate independent nursing 

scholars capable of conducting research that generates new 
knowledge focusing on health and well being of a diverse 
population primarily from Hawai‘i and the Asia/Pacific region.

Partnership in the Nursing Education Exchange
UH Mânoa is a member of NEXus (The Nursing Education 

Xchange). NEXus is a collaboration between participating 
doctoral programs in nursing that allows doctoral students 
enrolled at member colleges and universities to take courses that 
may not be offered at his or her home institution for a common 
price. 

Admission Requirements
Applicants must meet the requirements of both the Graduate 

Division and the Department of Nursing for admission to the 
program. Admission and application requirements vary by the 
pathway:

GEPN to PhD Pathway
Non-nurses may apply to the Graduate Entry Program in 

Nursing (GEPN) to PhD pathway. Please see the previous 
GEPN section for pathway specific deadlines and requirements.

Bachelor’s to PhD Pathway
1. Education: Baccalaureate degree (or higher) in any field from 

an accredited college or university earned by July 15 of the 
year admitted to the program. 

a. Admission is contingent upon completion of the 
baccalaureate degree requirements no later than the first day 
of the first semester of PhD course work.

b. Minimum grade point average (GPA) of 3.0 or above on a 
4.0 scale.

2. Licensure. Current unrestricted RN license in state or 
jurisdiction of practice. Applicants must provide evidence of 
passing the NCLEX-RN exam and have a current RN license 
in the state or jurisdiction of practice before beginning the 
second semester of the PhD program.

3. English Language Proficiency: If an applicant’s native 
language is not English or has not obtained a bachelor’s 
or master’s degree from an English speaking college, the 
applicant must submit either official Test of English as a 
Foreign Language (TOEFL) scores with a minimum score 
of 600/100 (paper/internet) and subtest scores of 25 for 
listening and 25 for speaking, or Grad International English 
Language Testing System (IELTS) scores with a minimum 
score of 7.00.

Master’s to PhD Pathway 
1. Education: Master’s degree (or higher) in any field from an 

accredited college or university. 
a. Admission is contingent upon completion of the master’s 

degree requirements no later than the first day of the first 
semester of PhD course work. 

b. Minimum grade point average (GPA) of 3.0 or above on a 
4.0 scale. 

2. Licensure. Current unrestricted RN license in state or 
jurisdiction of practice

3. English Language Proficiency: If an applicant’s native 
language is not English or has not obtained a bachelor’s 
or master’s degree from an English speaking college, the 
applicant must submit either official Test of English as a 
Foreign Language (TOEFL) scores with a minimum score 
of 600/100 (paper/internet) and subtest scores of 25 for 
listening and 25 for speaking, or Grad International English 
Language Testing System (IELTS) scores with a minimum 
score of 7.00.

Application Requirements
Applicants must meet the requirements of both the UH 

Mânoa Graduate Division and the Department of Nursing for 
admission to the program. There is a Two-Step Application 
Process. Application requirements can be found on the websites 
listed below.

Bachelor's to PhD Pathway
Step 1–Apply to UH Mânoa Graduate Division 
	manoa.hawaii.edu/graduate/content/how-apply
	Select “PhD in Nursing” as the planned course of study
Step 2 – Apply to Nursing’s Centralized Application Service 
	www.nursingcas.org

Master’s to PhD Pathway 
Step 1–Apply to UH Mânoa Graduate Division 
	manoa.hawaii.edu/graduate/content/how-apply
	Select “PhD in Nursing” as the planned course of study
Step 2 – Apply to Nursing’s Centralized Application Service 
	www.nursingcas.org

Application Deadline
January 5 (Fall admission only)
The PhD program uses a rolling admission model. 

Applications are reviewed upon submission and applicants are 
notified as decisions are made.

Contact Information
PhD Program
Phone: (808) 956-8401
Fax: (808) 956-5977
Email: phdnurs@hawaii.edu 

Office of Student Services
School of Nursing & Dental Hygiene
University of Hawaii at Manoa
2528 McCarthy Mall, Webster Hall
Honolulu, HI 96822

UH Translational Health Science Simulation Center 
(UH THSSC)
Web: nursing.hawaii.edu/thssc

Please see the information in the “Instructional Support, 
Research, and Service Units” section.

Hawai‘i State Center for Nursing
Web: www.hawaiicenterfornursing.org/

Please see the information in the “Instructional Support, 
Research, and Service Units” section.


